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Farmersburg Was First Home 
Of Indiana State Teachers 


EDITOR'S NOTE—The following article is compiled from notes 
prepared by Principle Theodore Strain of the Farmersburg High 
School. They were sealed in the cornerstone of the new Curry Town- 
ship consolidated high school being built between Farmersburg and 
Shelburn, just west of U. S. Highway 41. 

Histories of both schools and various local press publications and 
articles of current community activity throughout the township were 
also sealed in a copper casket and placed within the cornerstone re- 
cently laid in special ceremony by Grand Lodge officers of the Indiana 
Masonic Lodge. f z 
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FARMERSBURG, Ind., Feb. 2.—{Special)—History records that 
this small southern Indiana town was the birthplace of what later be- 
came the Indiana State Normal and now known as the Indiana State 
Teachers’ College in Terre Haute. / 

In 1860, Captain Wiliam T. han 
Crawford, one of the middle-west's ioca 
leading and wealthiest citizens, be- land thus the old Farmersburg 
gan the Ascension Seminary in |ceminary evolved into what is In- 
Farmersburg on the site where the ‘diana State of today. 
present high school building is now | Meanwhile, the public schools of 


located. ; Farmersburg continued to prosper 
Even before the seminary for the | with James Heap, N. F. Conkle 


training of teachers was begun, a} and Jackson Hinkle comprising the 

log school house was located one ‘school board in 1870-80. 

block south of the present school ; : ` 

site for the instruction of grade | Built High School. 

students. | With the disappearance of the 

Soon after Capt. Crawford was ee Seminary, the construc- | 
L] 


Seeking more central, metropoli- 
area, the powers decided to 
te the Normal in Terre Haute 


sucessful in getting the Ascension | tion of the Farmersburg High | 
Seminary started, the Civil War | School building was begun. Bulit} 
broke out and he joined the fight |on the old Seminary building site, ` 
to save the Union. Upon his return, | the cornerstone was laid Sept 1, 
a Normal School was opened in'1905, with dedication services be- 
September of 1865 dwelling pri- ing held Feb. 22, 1906. Capt. Craw- 
marily on instruction in the funda- ford gave the principal address. 
mentals of education and the train- The second year in the new 
ing of teachers. school brought an increase of 110 
grade school students and 59 high 
school. students over the 10-room 
structure’s first year of educa- 
tional being. A faculty of eight 
teachers were employed the initial 
school year. 

Farmersburg received its first 
annual commission in 1907 and con- 
tinued to operate on a yearly com- 
mission basis for many years under 
the direction of a school board. 

Receipt of a commission from the 
State was largely due to the efforts 
of Dr. E. A. O'Dell who came to: 
the town in 1904 as principal. At 
that time the school offered only 
two years of high school study but 
the untiring efforts of Dr. O'Dell 
soon established the four-year 
course of study and the first class 
graduated in 1908. 

The 16 members of that first 
class were Harry Baldridge, Or-/| 
ville Bowne, Edith Collins, Audrey 
Gaskins, Blanche Hauger, Eddie 
Heck, Golda Kendall, Emory Lewis, 
Lydia Moore, Roy Moore, Gladys 
McClanahan, Abbie Ray, Iva 


Seminary Gained Fame. 


The Seminary's fame for produc- 
ing outstanding instructors spread 
far and wide with its graduates 
acknowledged as being superior to 
those of many other educational 
institutions in the Mid-west. 

The 70 pupils attending the Sem- 
inary in 1865 increased so with 
each new year that in 1872 it be- 
came necessary to provide addi- 
tional space through a more com- 
modious building. 

Patrons immediately began the 
building program movement and a 
subscription of $70,000 was raised 
for a new school. Professor Craw- 
ford, himself, contributed $10,000 
of this subscribed figure. 


This exemplory showing of ex- 
ceptional education] interests by 
the people of Farmersburg stirred : 
up such a discussion among edu- | 
cators and statesmen throughout ; 
Indiana, that the much talked of 
Normal School was awarded to this | 
area, replacing the Seminary. i 


Sharpe, Edgar Stewart, Allen Tay- 
lor, and Ray Van Cleave. 

Since that time a total of 1,079 
students have completed their 12- 


year-course of study and graduated 
from the Farmersburg High School. 


Had Long Career. 


In 1909, Dr. O'Dell again brought | 
his guiding influence to bear and 
was chiefly responsible for the 
founding of the Farmersburg High 
School Alumni Association which 
has been in existance since that 
time. 

With his family having been 
raised and educated in the Far- 
mersburg community, Dr. O'Dell 
resigned in 1944, completing 40 
years of immeasurable service to 
Farmersburg public schools, it’s 
students and the entire populace 
of the community. 

Of Dr. O'Dell, one current 
teacher said, “He was not only a} 
source of inspiration to the students 
but those who taugnt under him 
realized that they had received a 
course of training in service.” 

The last school board served in 
1919-20 with W. S. Baldridge, C. A. 
Lloyd and Horace McNabb being 
its members. 

In 1920, the school changed from 
a town system under three school 
board members to a township sys- 
tem with Basil Thomas governing 
the school as township trustee. 


The school’s continous high 
school commission was granted in 
1928 and has held to- the present 
1956-57 year, which will now give 
way to the commission of the new 
consolidated Curry township high 
school. 

The last class to graduate this 
Spring is composed of Sharon Bey, 
Dan Blackburn, Rhonda Kay 

| Blake, Rosalee Bolinger, James 

Calvin, Fred Case, Lawrence Coul- 
|ter, Robert Gurchick, Marjory Jo 
_Jennings, Laura Belle Johnson, 
Lynda Judd, Betly Loveless Kee- 
gan, Dixie Lee Lash, Norma Man- 
ley, Robert Montague, Woody Pow- 
er, Martha Riddell, James Riggins, 
Daniel B. Rogers, Dallas Scami- 
horn, Robert Charles Stevens, El- 
len Jane Sullivan, Ronnie Taylor, 
Francis Kent Walton, Martha Ann 
Watson, Lee Wentz and Doris 
Diane Wright. 


A total of 406 students are en-' 
rolled in the entire 12-year course 
of study this year with faculty 
members thus: Theodore G. Strain, 
principal; Carol Hughes Jones, so- 
cial studies; Lester L. Pierce, com- 
merce; Steven L. Reed, agricul- 
ture; John W. Scamihorn, mathe- 
matics, music and English; Reita 
Sue Schnabel, home economics;: 
Howard R. Turner, industrial arts; 
Nora Caton, Grade 8: Tressie M. 
Bennett, Grade 7; Fay F. Van- 
gilder, Grade 6; Marjorie Shroyer, 
Grade 5; ‘Beatrice H. Bolinger, 
Grade 4; Mildred Lofton, Grade 
3; Marie Woodward, Grade 2, and | 
Beulah Irene Flowers McCammon, 
Grade 1.. 


